
 
Associated California Loggers is a trade association made up of contract loggers, log 

truckers and their suppliers and supporters.  It is run by a Board of Directors 

comprised of members - large and small and maintains a staff of two in Sacramento 

near the Capitol. 

 

 

BENEFITS OF ACL MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

ACL TAKES ACTION IN SACRAMENTO 

 

 Air Board Logging Equipment Regulations STOPPED:  In 2013, ACL loggers 

led the negotiation to stop Air Resources Board regulations on diesel logging 

equipment and won, saving members thousands of dollars; 

 

 Reduction of wildfire liability risk to loggers and THP costs PASSED:  In 

2012, Governor Jerry Brown singled out ACL as part of the team that passed AB 

1492, the historic “Timber Reform Act” that gives loggers reforms to wildfire 

liability risk, and to timber harvest plans(dropping fees to industry on THPS and 

extending them from a possible 5 to a possible 7 years in the process) in exchange 

for having the environmental-minded citizens of California pay a “lumber tax” on 

wood products to fund state agencies regulating timber. 

 

 Costly and Ineffective Firewatch Regulations STOPPED  in Favor of 

Workable Plan: In 2009, ACL negotiated with CALFIRE to turn massive and 

expensive logger firewatch regulations into a pilot project on hot saws in the North 

District of CALFIRE only, and in 2012 ACL stopped CALFIRE from expanding 

those temporary regulations beyond 2012. 

 

 LTO Renewal Backlog STOPPED as Talks Being With CALFIRE on LTO 

Reforms: LTOs faced with a breakdown in the 2012 renewal process of their 

licenses sent ACL to work and CALFIRE responded with a  “special team” to end 

the backlog and work with ACL on future reforms. 

 

 Air Board Diesel Trucking Regulations DELAYED AND MODIFIED:  ACL 

negotiated for the “Log Truck Provision” to provide relief to some log haulers, and 

is working on seeking monies to go to truckers to buy new trucks and on relief 

from unworkable “engine filter” requirements. 

 

 

 



 ACL TAKES ACTION IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

 

 An ACL delegation travels to Washington, D.C. once a year to meet with US 

Senators, Congress Members, and agency heads at the United States Forest 

Service, the Department of Transportation, and other federal agencies. 

 Federal issues in which ACL has been involved include promoting timber sales 

increases and sustained yield; funding for the Secure Rural Schools Act to help 

rural timber counties and schools; relief from Northern Spotted Owl  “call 

protocols” and “no take letter” backlog; promotion of Woody Biomass alternative 

energy (ACL loggers won grants for biomass equipment),  input on federal 

transportation policy regarding log hauling trucks, and legislative action on 

stopping logging activities from requiring expensive National Pollution Discharge 

Elimination System(NPDES) water quality permits.  

 ACL maintains a year-long presence in DC via its membership in the American 

Loggers Council and its DC lobbyists.  ACL Board Member  Myles Anderson,  

has been elected by the 31-member states to the coveted 9-member Executive 

Committee of the American Loggers Council, and will likely be national 

President in 2015 – which means all 31 states will come to California for their 

National Convention.  

 

 

ACL TAKES ACTION WITH THE OTHER WESTERN STATES 

ACL is a member of the Western Loggers Council, along with officers of the logging 

associations of Oregon, Washington State, Idaho, Montana, Arizona, and other states to 

come.     Thus, we can use the Congressional delegations of those states to get out our 

national message on issues relating to the federal ownership of Western lands, Northern 

Spotted Owl and other Endangered Species, and other federal or Western-states issues. 

 

ADDITIONAL INSURANCE PROGRAMS 

ACL contracts with top insurance brokers to provide you access to Workers 

Compensation, Property & Casualty, and Health insurance.  Our insurance programs 

provide comprehensive and competitive coverage designed for this industry. 

 

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED “PRO-LOGGER” CERTIFICATION CLASSES 

ACL has developed, over a three-decade period, the most recognized “Logger 

Certification” continuing education program in California.  ACL puts on ProLogger 

classes at its Annual Meeting and accredits classes at the logging conferences and other 

venues.   ACL members receive discounts on these classes and, at the ACL Annual 

Meeting, are not charged for them at all. 

 

SAFETY PROGRAM TO KEEP LOGGERS INFORMED, SAFE AND 

INSURANCE COSTS DOWN 



ACL has a contract Safety Director who provides safety bulletins, newsletters, and can 

advise members on safety, job site inspections, Cal-OSHA requirements, and teaches 

annual courses in First Aid/CPR and Risk Management. 

 

A sampling of ACL’s work and accomplishments: 

 

Used ACL representation on the Wage Board that developed Wage Order 16 to minimize 

the number of harmful provisions for loggers and log truckers. 

 

Provided specialized logger comments and assistance to the Board of Equalization on 

Sales Tax Exemption implementation to assure the broadest possible eligibility.  Kept 

members informed with “from-the-scene” information so they could time purchases to 

take advantage of the exemption.  Protected the exemption from repeal in 2003. 

 

ACL has headed the effort through the American Loggers Council to reinstate 

Categorical Exclusions and shortcuts for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

so small federal timber sales can be offered more quickly - providing more business 

opportunities for loggers and log truckers. 

 

Defeated an attempt by the Forest Service to charge loggers “initial attack costs” for 

“operational fires” where no negligence was involved. 

 

Provide members with a 75% discount on our sponsored DOT drug testing service as 

well as keeping the members current on DOT drug regulations. 

 

Killed (for the third time) a legislative proposal which would have closed many twisty 

rural roads to log trucks. 

 

ACL has proposed that any TPZ land acquired with State funds have a covenant placed 

on it that would assure it’s continued availability for timber production and management 

for a sustained yield.   Support is being gathered to urge favorable action. 

 

ACL has asked the Department of Forestry to secure an amendment to the Forest Practice 

Rules so TPZ land acquired with State funds for a park agency does not require a 200 

foot Special Treatment Area buffer.  An amendment is to be introduced shortly. 

 

ACL has been staffing an effort by the American Loggers Council to get a statutory 

change to permit the carrying of State-legal loads and tolerances on the Interstate System. 

ACL has developed the Master Logger Certification Program
©
 to meet the requirements 

of the several landowner certification programs being undertaken in California by 

timberland owners.  The program assures that requirements are set by loggers.  ACL’s 

ProLogger
SM

 continuing education program is now part of Master Logger. 

 



ACL sponsors Log-A-Load-For Kids in California.  The more than $30,000 raised each 

year goes to help Northern California’s sick and injured children through Children’s 

Miracle Network Hospitals.  ACL pays the modest overhead costs so all contributions 

can “go to the kids.” 

 

Members receive the ACL Reporter, the Association’s monthly newsletter so they can 

keep up on current news, features and what’s likely to affect them. 

 

Helped defeat, in its very first legislative committee, the major anti-logging legislation of 

2008, Assembly Bill 2926, which would have totally banned even-aged timber 

management in California. 

 

Negotiated with California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CALFIRE) on 

costly “logger fire patrol” significantly reducing their cost and narrowing the parts of the 

state in which they would apply. 

 

Working with CALFIRE on developing a more fair system of criminal and civil penalty 

procedures for logging-related violations, including better appeals system for loggers 

who receive “notices of violation.” 

 

Conducted year-long meeting with California Air Resources Board to secure special 

consideration of logging trucks and logging equipment under proposed rules on diesel 

engines (these meetings will continue as the rules develop). 

 

Provided members with specialized safety programs, safety services and safety 

equipment. 

 

Membership also makes it possible to have access to (but not necessarily be eligible for) 

ACL’s Insurance Programs.  We provide a full range of health, liability, workers 

compensation and other coverages to qualifying members through our two brokers, 

Schinnerer and B.B.I. Insurance Services. 

 

Membership in ACL provides an opportunity to meet a statewide mix of loggers and log 

truckers - large and small through our Annual Meeting, training sessions, Chapter 

meetings and on a national basis, participation in the American Loggers Council. 

 

ACL provides representation on a continuing basis for loggers and log truckers in the 

ever more hostile legislative and regulatory arenas.  It’s ACL and others representing the 

forest products business that deflect or blunt the assaults on logging and the timber 

business.   

 

Membership is important.  Support from members makes it all possible.  Membership 

Dues are tax deductible (all but 5%) as a business expense. 


