[image: image1.jpg]A\ 4 ASSOCIATED
« CALIFORNIA
) LN LOGGERS



 

SAFETY BULLETIN
DRIVING WITH HEADLIGHTS ON

You are traveling east on a logging road about one hour after the sun came up.  You are driving in the light and shadows of the trees, and there is a lot of dust in the air from a truck somewhere ahead of you.  You come to a dark shadow on the road and cannot see anything.  A loaded truck is coming out of the shadow and before you can react, you have a head-on collision.  If the truck had its headlights on, you probably would have seen it in enough time to avoid the collision.  Even in dusty daylight driving, headlights make you more visible to oncoming traffic.   Some vehicles have Daylight Running Lights (DRL), but headlights make you even more visible.

During my research into this topic, I was amazed at the number of people that are against the use of headlights during the day.  The main reason given is that headlights waste gas.  They believe that having the headlights on causes the alternator to work harder thus burning more gas.  Some studies say that the alternator does not work harder when you have your headlights on while others say that it does.  Even if it does, it cannot burn enough extra fuel to outweigh the safety factor provided by having headlights on during the day.

You are driving on a two lane road at the end of the day just before sunset and you are driving into the sun.  What are the chances of you seeing a small light colored car coming toward you?  Light colored vehicles tend to blend into the road and with the sun behind them, they are almost impossible to see.  By turning your headlights on, it increases the potential of the oncoming driver seeing you in a timely fashion and staying out of your lane.   Do you drive with the sun at your back at the beginning or the end of the day?  Oncoming traffic will have a difficult time seeing you coming.  Your headlights will give you an advantage and possibly prevent an oncoming driver from passing and colliding head-on with your vehicle.  Some studies say that having your headlights on will reduce you chance of an accident by 25%.

Your headlights will extend the range of your visibility on a logging road.   Sometimes it’s the flicker of the headlights through the trees that give you the first notice of a vehicle coming toward you on a twisting one lane logging road.

During accident investigations, the usual statement made by the person who caused the accident is “I didn’t see the other car”.  This happens about 50% of the time.  Think about how many accidents could be prevented by keeping your headlights on.  

A large percentage of vehicle accidents happen at intersections.  In eighty percent of the accidents at intersection, the driver causing the accident “didn’t see the other car coming”.  Your headlights will make you more visible in the side vision of the driver approaching on the other road.

Avis completed a study and found that in their rental fleet, the cars with DRL’s had a 64% reduction in the number of accidents and a 69% reduction in the cost or repairs.  There is money to be saved by driving with your headlights on.

It is my professional recommendation that everyone, in both company and personal vehicles, should drive with their headlights on at all times.

Don Milani, ACL Safety Director
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The information contained in this report was obtained from sources believed to be reliable.  Milani Safety Services makes no guarantee of results and assume no liability in connection with either the information herein contained, or the safety suggestions herein made.  Moreover, it cannot be assumed that every acceptable safety procedure is contained herein; or that abnormal or unusual circumstances may not warrant or require further or additional procedure.
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